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Editors Notes.

Publication dates for Steaming Ahead seem to come round
very quickly, and this time we have a lot of varied contribu-
tions to fit in. Many thanks to everyone who has provided ma-
terial, and please keep it coming otherwise we will not have a
Magazine!

The SM32 people thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Little Hay,
as | think is clear from the report they provided starting on
page 18, and John’s and Dave’s articles on “Pandora” and
“Little Raymond” give an interesting insight into locos many of
us have seen at the club. There are a lot more stories out
there. Please put pen to paper, (or finger(s) to keyboard) and
let me have them.

Also please read Martyn's notes on page 7. We have a good
safety record at Little Hay and don’t want to spoil it!

Finally, if you want to be part of the initiative to keep contact
information at Little Hay (see page 11), now would be a good
time to contact Chris!

Tony Critchley

WANTED
for Santa Special Event.

Do you have an old/unwanted artificial

Christmas Tree? If so please could you
pass it on to Denise Ingram-Hall to use at
the Santa Specials Event.
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Chairman’s Chunter for November 2018

| am writing this having just returned home from my usual Sunday morning
visit to Balleny Green. Last night was our annual Bonfire event, and this
morning was spent (by others mostly | might add!) doing the usual tidying up.
A fuller report will appear later, so | will say no more other than to pass on
my thanks to everyone who participated and made it such a successful
event.

This morning it was very satisfying to see Mark Dale and Dave Evans run-
ning a “driving school” giving a couple of our younger members instruction on
driving the “Paddington” and “Stafford” steam locos. Both the above mem-
bers have a wealth of experience on full-size engines and railways, and for
that knowledge to be passed down the generations is to be encouraged. Not
only does it benefit the club and our hobby, but it is also good development
for the youngsters. Being able to put down engine-driver on their CV may not
be of much direct use, but it is different and a good talking point when it
comes to getting a job interview!

The club website is now back up and running and although there are still a
few areas to be reviewed, the time-critical information is up-to-date. Since it
has been restored there have been one or two reports of people not being
able to see some of the updated pages. Invariably this has been because
pages have become cached locally on people’s computers. If you come
across this problem then the remedy is to refresh (or re-load) the page. How
to do this will depend upon which browser people are using, but often hitting
the F5 key does the trick.

The address of our website is http://www.scmes.co.uk/

Tickets for Santa Specials are available from Chris Greene, full details and
ticket order forms being available via our website above.

Chris has asked me to mention that it makes it much easier for him if people
obtain an order form from the web and fill in the details before giving it to
him. However, he does have a limited number of forms available at Balleny
Green for those unable to download them.

The final date for purchasing tickets is Sunday 2 " December.

Allan and Sharon Leary have the planning well in-hand for the Santa Spe-
cials, however more items for the Tombola please would always be wel-
come. Please leave any donated items in the clubhouse, preferably labelled
please so that we know what they are for.

Concerns have been raised that the cleanliness of the food preparation area
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in the kitchen is slipping again. Can | please remind members that the work-
tops, sink and bowl, dish-cloths etc must be left clean and tidy at the end of
each day. An unannounced inspection could occur at any time. Failing an in-
spection could result in the kitchen being closed down which would have seri-
OUS consequences upon our events.

May | also remind members that before running takes place on either the ele-
vated or ground level tracks that a Safety Inspection should be carried out and
signed-off in the book in the clubhouse. Please do read and act on Martyn’s
article on page 7.

The board recently agreed a scheme whereby we would maintain on-site a list
of next-of-kin whom we could contact in the event of a member having an emer-
gency, such as having an accident or being taken ill whilst at Balleny Green.
Please see Chris Greene’s article in this edition. Although this is a voluntary
scheme, participation is recommended as having this information could prove
extremely helpful should the worst happen.

I am hoping that a full report on the work done to improve the ground surface in
the loco loading area has been included in this issue of Steaming Ahead. How-
ever, your board have asked me pass on thanks to all those who helped with
the task which was completed in a much shorter time than anticipated. In partic-
ular, thanks must go to Ray Gilbert for the loan and operation of his digger etc
which made the job considerably easier!

It was originally proposed that the excavated top-soil would be disposed of off-
site to a suitable home. However, in the event, transport costs appeared unac-
ceptably high, so the decision was changed to dispersal of the soil around the
site. Most of the soil was used to improve the shape of some of the mounds,
whilst the remainder was spread under the hedges. This proved the most ardu-
ous task of all!
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Now that the Autumn has arrived and most of the years’ events are in the past,
it is time to get back in the workshop before it gets too cold out there. A few
months ago | had some trouble with the large injector on my B1 loco — it was
constantly dribbling from the overflow. The problem turned out to be a badly
worn steam cone, the outlet end of which had become quite castellated. The
only answer was to make a new cone (it is not in my nature to buy a new one —
why spend many tens of pounds on something that | can make for myself for a
few pence!). Although | have made new cones in the past with reasonable suc-
cess, this one proved more troublesome. | have long had an interest in the
workings of these devices, and so | was curious as to why | was having difficul-
ty getting a successful replacement made. Of the various designs published
over the years in magazines and books, there seems to be quite a spread of
dimensions and cone angles stated by the various authors. This led me to into
thinking that there must be an optimum design for any injector specification,
and that the published designs must be closer or further away from that opti-
mum which might explain the variability of people’s success with them. The only
answer to my mind was to go back to first principles and “do the maths” in order
to explore the critical dimensions. Once | managed to swot up and get my head
around some thermodynamic theory and get the steam tables imported into a
spreadsheet, it didn’t take too long to get a set of equations which were giving
sensible looking results. It quickly became obvious that the bulk of the workings
of any injector takes place actually within the steam cone itself, something |
can’'t say | had really fully appreciated before.

To cut a long story short, | could see that for any given injector specification
(working pressure, delivery rate, water lift and steam dryness) the steam cone
was the most critical component. Specifically, the throat diameter, divergent
length and exit diameters needed to be close to the design dimension. The oth-
er critical dimension is the annular gap between the outside of the steam cone
and the inside of the combining cone. This gap meters the water so that the
correct amount of water is condensed in the steam so that a fast-moving jet of
water results. This jet of water is then slowed down in the delivery cone thereby
increasing its pressure enabling it to be delivered into the boiler.

In my case | had not measured the original cone accurately enough and had
made the throat diameter about 10% too small, opening it out resulted in a
working injector. However | feel there is still room for slight adjustment to the
annular gap. | need to hone my skills on making these devices and | can feel
the urge to do some experimentation - no doubt there will be more on this saga
to follow.

Peter McMillan (Chairman)
11™ November 2018
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Post Christmas Club Dinner

It has been agreed that we hold a post-Christmas dinner again, just as we have
done in recent years past. The date of this will be Tuesday 15" January 2019 at
the Hollybush PH. Please look out for details on the notice-board at Balleny
Green from mid-December.

Stolen Model

We have been advised via the Southern Federation that a 5"G Simplex
loco has been stolen from the Welling & District Model Engineering So-
ciety. We don't have any details other than the boiler number is
N2410067 and that it has a distinctive rear axle that is different to the
other two. It may also be missing its grate and ashpan. If you have any
information that could lead to the recovery of the loco and/or identifica-

Focus on Safety - Note for November

We should always be diligent to our own safety and of those
around us.

The first important activity for anyone driving trains is to conduct a
track walk as defined in our Code of Practice.

13.6 A visual inspection of the track, adjacent areas, signals and
rolling stock shall be made prior to any running session to en-
sure safe operation at all times. The person responsible for
making this inspection on public events shall make an entry in
the Log Book provided, signed and dated.

Therefore, the first person who drives a train on the high level or
low level whether it be from the Carriage shed or from one of the
off-loading stations, must ensure that the track is safe before driv-
ing around the track. They can do this by checking if the track has
been signed off for that day in the book or by conducting a track
walk themselves and then signing the book.

Martyn Scott, Safety Officer
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SUTTON MODEL ENGINEERING CLUB
PANDORA RISES AGAIN

Many years ago, in the early 1970's the Society used to meet
in the Co-op Rooms (opposite end of George Road, Erding-
ton). On the map this is near Witton end of the Ridgeway be-
tween Witton Cemetery and Witton Lakes.

Jack Orme, a member of SMEC, passed away and among his
effects was a 0-8-0 5" gauge chassis believed to be Netta.
There being no members who wanted to take this on, Chris
Strong, Treasurer for many years, eventually did.

After some time, Chris announced he was making it into a bat-
tery locomotive, using bicycle gears and chain drive as he had
ready access to this source of materials through his business.
It was brought along to a Bits & Pieces evening at the Co-op
Rooms where he announced it was to be named "Pandora”
because of the bewildering mechanical array revealed when
taking off the body shell. This loco is believed to have run at
the Hams Hall track.

After Chris died in 1982 the engine was donated to the Society
for their use. It was later found very unstable and did not run
smoothly. Many members tried in vain to correct its problems,
to no avail. One member said that it bounced up and down like
a pogo stick and finger chopper, and interest was lost in it so it
was stored in the old
Machine Shop at Lit-
tle Hay. During its
storage it became
damaged after being
tampered with. It got
lodged behind the
workshop door with
the power switched
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on and the motor became overheated and burnt out the electrics.

At this point in time the Committee decided to scrap it. Upon hear-
ing this news Betty Wincott commented, in no uncertain terms
that, "you can't scrap it" and rather than see it destroyed Betty and
Barry Wincott offered to keep it in his workshop at home. Iris
Strong agreed to this, with a view to Barry having a look at it to
see if it was repairable. After Barry's death it was offered for sale
to various members. | had a look at it and decided to take the
plunge and see what | could do to save it, although | was warned
by many mem-

bers that it

seemed a hope-

less case. | paid

Iris Strong £75

for it via Betty

and took it home

to begin the task.

After looking at it

more thoroughly |

wondered if | had

done the right

thing, but carried on regardless, although | had a lot of negative
comments from members. After stripping it down and removing all
the rust and dirt | put it back together with existing motors which
Barry must have installed. It ran from a small sprocket onto the lay
shaft sprocket and onto the fly crank sprocket, but we found it ran
very slowly.

After taking the two small motors off and taking away the lay shaft
| found an old 12v lawn mower motor and 12v battery and fitted
them without the lay shaft. This worked very sluggishly on the
raised level, so Mark Bradley and | decided to put two 12v batter-
ies on. | started off and smoke started coming out of the motor,
and as it approached the tunnel flames also started coming out. At
this point | thought it was time to stop. That was the end of the
lawn mower motor!!!
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| then asked various members about electric motors and one was

found on the internet which | purchased and installed with a small

sprocket on the end of the motor, doing away with the lay shaft. A
larger sprocket
which was fitted to
the fly crank
proved very suc-
cessful, also cut-
ting through the
buffer beam to get
the large sprocket
in.
My thanks to Mark
for all his hard
work on the elec-
trics (without
whom | could not
have completed
this project).

Dimensions:-
Gauge: 5" Length: 39" Height: 5"
Chassis Width: 11.75" Driving wheel dia: 4.75" 0-8-0 Loco

Chris Strong (1932 - 1982)

Chris Strong, a long-standing member of the Society, put in a bid
on behalf of the Members in the 1970's to purchase a piece of
land at Little Hay which was successful and was later named
Balleny Green. A bench in his memory is under the trees by the
tunnel.

John Rous

Member of Sutton Coldfield Model Engineering Society
& Birmingham Model Engineering Society
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Emergency Contact Information

At the Board Meeting on 4™ September it was proposed that
we should keep in the clubhouse a list of contact telephone
numbers for family and friends of those members who spend
a lot of time at Balleny Green.

This would enable us to quickly notify relatives in the unfortu-
nate and (hopefully) unlikely event of a member, while on site,
becoming incapacitated through illness or accident.

In view of GDPR we recommend that members obtain per-
mission from their nominated contacts before providing us
with the required detalils. It is to be stressed that this proposal
Is a voluntary scheme, but it could save a lot of time and
heartache in extreme cases.

Once compiled, the list will be treated as strictly confidential.
It will be securely stored but at the same time readily accessi-
ble, probably with the accident book.

As and when concerned members feel they would like to pro-
vide details, please give them to Chris Greene. Members who
rarely if ever attend Balleny Green need take no further ac-
tion.

Iris Strong driving “Pandora” at Little Hay in 1985
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What are we doing, Brian?

September started with me taking a well-earned break from Lit-
tle Hay and going to Norway for our holiday. The scenery was
marvellous and so was the trip on the Funicular at Bergen. Our
final trip was on the Flam railway climbing through the spectacu-
lar gorge to the mainline.

On my return to Little Hay Dave and | joined in to help with the
loading ramp area. This consisted of relaying some of the slabs
around the lifts to create a straight line for the driving area plastic
mats. After the turning area had been prepared, we then turned
to laying edging slabs around the rest of this area. My thanks go
to all those members who helped us.

The next job was the refurbishment of the garden along the path
to workshop. Mr Mole had made quite a mess, so Peter and
Janice removed the lettering and dug out to lower the soil below
the slab line. A layer of steel mesh was then laid to stop Mr Mole
and a low wall was built to stop the soil falling down onto the let-
ters. The area was tidied up by Peter, Janice and John making it
nice. At present we have made the plot into a remembrance area
with a cross and poppies.

Dave and | with the help of others laid concrete slabs for the base
of our new Swiss Chalet known as the 'Medical Centre'. A perma-
nent power supply has still to be laid on to it, perhaps this is the
next job or is it preparing for Santa after bonfire night.?

That's all for the present. Brian Dale.
Kind Thoughts.

Our thoughts go out to Stan Jones who has had a hip replace-
ment, and also for Barry. Get well soon, also anyone else who is
not in the best of health. Hope all goes well for you too Sharon.
Please tell us if there is anyone you would like to mention.
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The story of “Little Raymond”

Some members may recall seeing in early 2018 a strip-down/
repair of a 3 ¥2 gauge Bassett Lowke 0-6-0 side tank loco being
undertaken in the workshop. | don’t know too much of the locos
history, it has obviously run before and | have drawings dating
back to 1955 that came with it. This little loco is now finished and
has run a few times at the club, with a few running repairs here
and there and a tendency to keep you on your toes maintaining
steam and water, it is particularly pleasing to me to see it run at
long last after 27 years of owning it!

When | bought the loco at the tender age of 13, | paid £10 a
month out of my pocket money until paid for, in fact | was let off

sorry for me!

So, not having facilities at home meant that the box of bits |
obtained would inevitably make its way to the Severn Valley Rail-
way where | was already well known. Roy Mort (some of you will
have known Roy) very kindly agreed to help me out as he was ful-
ly kitted out for model engineering at home. Work continued
alongside Roy’s other commitments and as he was doing this for
free there was no time limit. Roy had many other projects on the
go and so gathering dust, (swarf actually!), this one was quietly
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side lined.

Sadly, Roy passed away a few years ago and his wife Sue had
contacted SVR friends over selling Roy’s locos, tools, machines
etc. | contacted Sue and made plans to collect all my bits and
pieces, and duly turned up to dig out my little loco now looking
quite sorry for itself. Until | could fathom out what to do with it |
had placed the loco in my sons bedroom on a shelf opposite his
bed. Jack, from weeks old to now at 6 years old would always
have this loco as company and became very fond of it, so much
so instead of bedtime stories he would love to tell me all the work-
ing parts of the loco!! This is when, and already owning a
“speedy”, Jack for reasons known only to him had named the
speedy Raymond. Looking like a smaller version you will now
guess that as the title suggests, Little Raymond came about! Eve-
ry now and again he would ask me if | would ever fix his loco and
maybe for Christmas perhaps Santa may fix little Raymond and
paint it and present it on his shelf all done! | made Jack a promise
that | would get him running by next Christmas, 2018. Not having
much in the way of tools, | decided to investigate other possibili-
ties of fixing said loco. A trip to south Wales and a quote of ~#*%
@&#* how much??? to do the job was discussed and this chap
was very honest and fair, led to me thinking.... Hmmmm | won-
der....

| happened to be telling Mark Dale this story and he suggested
bringing the loco up to take a look. The next week, after looking at
it Mark said “we’ll have the boiler out of that today mate” to which |
was thinking he must be joking. And so started a project that kept
us busy in the workshops for, and to me very surprisingly, only a
couple of months. Mike Brophy joined in the fun, and Pete Mc did
a superb job researching his archives to present a booklet dating
we think from the 60’s which is great! With Mark and Mike on the
job, things seemed to just happen and | am most grateful for their
time and patience. Hydraulic and steam tested, and a very happy
Jack, Little Raymond took to the rails for the first time in my own-
ership this spring and it was a good feeling to finally achieve a
goal | didn’t think we would. Little Raymond now sports a hand-
some blue livery personally requested by Jack, and kindly under-
taken by Mark. A good job it is too. Being quite an elderly gent,
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Little Raymond will come out on occasions and takes rest, pride of
place in Jacks room on the shelf where | hope they will still keep
each other company!

It has been great to be able to undertake this little project as there
is a high and diverse skill set in many members who come, and |
have certainly learnt new skills! On behalf of Jack, and myself
many thanks to members for their advice and assistance and es-
pecially Mark Dale and Mike Brophy for getting stuck in!

Dave Evans
|

P& 0))r+
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Bonfire Night, 10th November

Many thanks to the sixty-eight members and

%9 helpers, who helped during the day and on
the evening. This event is only possible
thanks to your fantastic help. Many of you
§ were on site from early morning until late
evening and on the site again the next morn-
B ing. Thank you all for your very hard work and

& for making the event the success that it was. |
§ hope we can count on you all again next
year. Also special thanks to Bob Whitfield and
his good wife, for bringing and running his lo-
co which so competently did a good chunk of the passenger haul-
ing on the ground level track.

g

A full report of the event will be in

the next issue.

Adrian Linnecor

September arrived and the copse
started to fill up with wood. By the
middle of October a topic under

discussion on Tuesday mornings

included ‘have we got enough pal-
lets’?

The ‘hort’ team were having their morning tea break on the last
Tuesday before bonfire night, when the Hymek came into the sta-
tion, the driver very much resembling * Fawkes’ Guy. ‘ Various
comments were made including ‘he wouldn’t last long as a mem-
ber.
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On Saturday morning the usual team arrived and the bonfire was
built. When the fire was lit, very little steam and smoke appeared
as it started to burn out at the back, then all of a sudden flames
roared upwards. It has been many years since we had a fire with
such huge flames and heat, probably due to the hot summer all
the timber was very dry. The fire slowly burnt down with every-

thing falling inwards as planned.

Many thanks to everybody who
scrounged pallets, supplied transport,
provided timber, obtained a load of
chairs, made the Guy, unloaded furniture
from St Giles and help build another very
successful fire.

The fire watchers -Roger & Ron.

L&B Progress Report.

To the casual observer a great deal has been achieved since my
last report. All the valve gear and motion parts have been re-
moved to be cleaned and polished. They will not be reassembled
until the main frames and wheel sets have been painted.
Rob Conway has constructed the framework for the side tanks
and started to plate them. The boiler and firebox have been
lagged and cladded. The smokebox has been fitted, but as Mark
has already painted it, it has been shrouded in old towels to pro-
tect it from accidental scratches etc. We are now about to start
assembling the cab.
Thanks to two very generous donations from members, both of
whom wish to remain anonymous, we have now invested in a
TIG welder. As Rob recently enrolled on a welding course, he will
no doubt be able to make full use of the new equipment in con-
struction of the remaining platework.
Mark, Phil Davis and Dave Evans are now in consultation to plan
the various stages of painting the loco.

Chris Greene, November 2018.
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LONG HAUL AT LITTLE HAY

The weather on Tuesday 25 September 2018 was absolutely glo-
rious. A small band of intrepid 16mm scale enthusiasts under the
leadership of Barry Kefford assembled in the Balleny Green car
park in anticipation of some splendid live steam running. We were
met by Chairman Pete who gave us a very friendly welcome, and
this set the tone for the day. Pete took us over to the excellent
club house, where we had a good look round and were treated to
the regulation cuppa. We were particularly taken by the large
computer screen of the miniature railway control system.

Pete then took us over to the steam up area of the 16mm layout.
We were absolutely astounded at the extent of the main line, and
went on an investigatory walk. The loop around the mound at the
western end would have formed a big layout in its own right, but it
was connected via a long straight section to another loop at the
eastern end. This was situated on substantial lengths of exquisite
arched stone viaducts, but also had sections of trestle and girder
bridge styles. Both loops were connected to the long straight by
triangular junctions, creating an enormous number of different
routes for train services. We could not wait to get started.

First to get steam up was
Jim Steptoe, still pleased
with himself after publica-
tion of his article in the
current issue of the 16mm
scale Association journal
(SMT). Jim had brought
his Accucraft 2-6-2T
based on the W&LLR No.
85. It was not long before
a much longer goods train
than the W&LLR could
have ever run in service
was soon rattling around all these loops. While Jim was doing his
stuff, Barry got out his current project for a test run, this is a red
diesel 0-4-0T on an Essel chassis. Barry had designed the parts
for an appropriate metal body that was also a friendly fit on the
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chassis. He intends this to enable a batch of locos to be built.

Pete then came and
called us over for lunch.
We sat under the canopy
along what must be the
southern facade of the
club house. The sun was
still out, and conditions
could not have been bet-
ter on the French Riviera.
In fact they would have
been worse, as it does not
have the right sort of railways. Pete then took us along to see
what was happening in the Workshop. He gave us a potted histo-
ry of the Society, and explained the machine tools and other
equipment had come from various sources over the years. The
main effort was being put into the Manning Wardle L&B 2-6-2T for
7&1/4 inch gauge.

We were told that the

chassis had been run un-

der compressed air, and

had been tested for true-

ness by being towed

around the track. With the

boiler ready to be fitted, a

completion date in the not

too distant future was fore-

seen. When that happens

Jim will bring his Accucratft

L&B 2-6-2T for a support-

ing run on the 16mm layout. Jim also has an Accucraft L&B 2-4-
2T “Lyn” based on the American Baldwin loco, to add to the occa-
sion. On the way back Pete pointed out the disruption to paved
and other areas being caused this summer by the activities of
moles. We also gave the lovely multi-gauge curved tunnel a good
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inspection.

Returning to the 16mm
layout, Charles Isitt enthu-
siastically got out his new
acquisition — a Round-
house 0-4-2T “Karen”.
This is a model of the loco
currently on the WHHR
(not the main Welsh High-
land Railway) in
Portmadoc. The loco has
a water top-up system — which is a comparatively new develop-
ment for Roundhouse — and Charles was looking to give it a really
long haul. He had a rake of five L&B coaches, including the cen-
tral compartment observation coach, to play with plus a bogie
goods brake van.

This created a very decent

load for trying out the new lo-

co. While Karen was doing

the business, another Round-

house loco — Lady Anne — was

steamed up under the control

of Phil Bryant. This is not a

model of a specific prototype,

but is meant to represent a

typical British narrow gauge 0-

6-0T. It has a reputation for

absolute reliability, and is

thought by many to be one of the foundation stones of the 16mm
steam world. It does not have the water top-up facility though
and, therefore, could not match Karen for length of haul.

While these locos were running we had a good look at the fabric
and construction methods of the 16mm layout. We were most in-
trigued by the electric point control on the far side of the west loop,
and were very surprised to find a good old H&M point motor was
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being used. This
is something we
will now try our-
selves, not having
previously
thought this small
scale item would
be man enough
for the job. We
must say the lay-
out has been built
at a very conven-
ient height, and
looked enviously
at the steel fram-

ing and support tubing — with their level adjusting threads — under
the baseboard sections.

The performance of all the locos indicated that
the long straight section between the loops
rises to the east. To test the mustard of our
locos we tried both double heading, and run-
ning with Lady Anne as a banking engine.
With two different radio control circuits, it is
not quite as easy as it looks to get both locos

working efficiently, but we managed it and the gradient did not

prove a problem.

We hope the few accompanying photographs (despite the prob-
lems of bright sunlight and shade) will impart the sense of the
magnificent day we had. We cannot thank SCMES and Chairman
Pete anything like enough. We look forward to visiting again, and
again, and then when the L&B 2-6-2T runs under steam.

lan L Isitt

EWR 16mm division.
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Bonfire Gallery
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