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Front Cover: Another SM32 locomotive having a boiler test. 

Events March 2017 
 
Sunday 19th Birthday Party.    2-00pm - 4-00pm. 
Tuesday 28th Talk on Bees.    7-30pm 

Editor:  

Dave Edwards  E Mail address scmeseditor@gmail.com 

Events May 2017 
 

Monday 1st May Bank Holiday Steam Up.  10-00am onwards 
Sunday 14th Birthday Party.    2-00pm - 4-00pm 

Press Date is the second Tuesday of the month. 

Events April 2017 
 

Sunday 2nd Steam Up,     10-00am onwards 
Sunday 9th Birthday Party,    2-00pm - 4-00pm 
Sunday 16th Easter Sunday Steam Up ,  10-00am onwards 
Monday 17th Easter Monday Steam Up,  10-00am onwards 
Saturday 22nd Sutton Coldfield Railway Exhibition 10-00am - 5-00pm 
Sunday 23rd at Bishop Walsh School.   10-00am - 4-00pm 
Tuesday  25th Talk on Inflatable Buildings.  7-30pm 
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Building a Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0 tender locomotive. 

 

Part Two 
 

To enable us to build the engines with our limited expertise we decided to use 

Roundhouse cylinders and valve gear and a few other commercially available parts 

such as safety valves, burners, outside cranks and wheel sets.  With this in mind, scale 

drawings were prepared of the engine and tender. 

 



 Page 4 

Using these drawings laser cutting artwork was drawn for the chassis and footplate 

which would be made of  steel. The bodywork for the locomotive and tender would be 

brass and produced from etchings. This would require another set of artwork. 

Artwork for Chassis 

Artwork for tender 
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As you can see from the drawings the information for laser cutting is fairly simple, just 

an outline drawings of the parts that need cutting out drawn at full scale and sent on 

disc to the person doing the work. 

 

To create a photo tool for  the etching work is a little more complicated. A full scale 

drawing of all the parts required has to be produced using a computer aided design 

program such as Auto-Cad or similar. One way of doing this is to produce a three 

coloured drawing, each colour being on a separate layer. Black denotes an area to be 

etched all the way through the material. Detail to be etched on the front only is done in 

red and detail to be etched only on the rear is drawn in blue. A separate layer is also 

used for the outline of the parts but this will not be seen on the final drawing as this 

layer is turned off after being used only for setting up purposes. These drawings were 

sent of to the etchers and the laser cutters and the parts were returned to us within a 

couple of weeks. Now itôs time to start building. 

 

Dave Edwards 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

 It has recently been brought to my attention that it is only the stay at 

home members whose annual subscription make a valid contribution towards 

the running costs of the Society. 

 Those of us (myself included) who spend time at Balleny Green have 

enjoyed free hot drinks for many years. When I first joined the club we paid 

for all our drinks by dropping 20p into a pot on the kitchen counter. One day 

the pot mysteriously disappeared, so the fund died. 

 For most of us the subs represent an expenditure of approximately Ã1-00 

per week, which is less than the cost of hot drinks in many retail 

establishments. This means that each time we help ourselves to a tea or coffee 

in the clubhouse we are effectively drinking away our annual subs. 

 For this reason I would like to re-introduce the Tea/Coffee Fund and so 

I am providing a pot for this purpose. It is up to the individual members if they 

wish to participate, as it would be impossible to police such a scheme. I 

personally intend to put 50p in the pot each time I am on site, or perhaps Ã5-00 

each month. 

 For those members who disagree with my idea, just be grateful that we 

are not one of those clubs that uses pay-as-you-go drinks dispenser machines. 

 

Chris Greene  
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What are you doing Brian  

 
 Since my last report things have been a lot less hectic, but a number of jobs 

have been tackled.  

 An extension has been added to the block pillar supporting the rails over the 

pit. This work was carried out by Martyn to whom I am very grateful.  

Mike Brophy and myself have taken on the repair of the large mower which needed a 

complete strip down of the three bladed mowing pan which was cleaned out and 

repainted. The cutter blades and drive belts were then changed.  This was followed by 

tackling the engine which again has needed a lot of work done on it. The fuel pipe, 

filter, regulator and battery were changed as were a set of bearings for one of the front 

wheels.  Electrics have been checked out with the help of Mark Bradley.  

 The two blade mower has required very little work done on it at present. 

This brings us to our very well used general tractor which was looking very sick. 

While Mark, Mike and I were fitting a new battery and regulator Mark noticed petrol 

dripping out of the exhaust system.  I checked the petrol tank which I knew was half 

full earlier on in the day, now it read a quarter full only.  This led us to check the 

engine oil. We are happy to say none had found its way into the sump. A quick 

disconnection of the fuel pipe was done to stop the leakage.  Mike Bentley then 

became involved, being more nimble than Mike Brophy and myself, soon got down 

and stripped the carburettor to find the source of the problem.  The main fuel jet was 

found to be the fault. This has been replaced, the carburettor cleaned out and refitted, 

new regulator and battery fitted. 

 Iôm glad to say our main work horse is up and running.  The large mowing pan 

is soon to be refitted to the tractor, tune up of the engine and with a bit of luck it will 

be back in action. 

 To all members who use any of the ride on tractors, cut out switches have been 

fitted to two of the units under the bonnets. The large mowers fitted with clip on 

battery connectors. Please make sure the switches are turned off or battery unclipped 

after use. 

 As soon as the weather improves outside jobs will again be tackled. The path 

to the workshop finished off. A handrail will be fitted around the new inspection pit, 

and the track into the new sidings for the L&B, which is being worked on at the 

moment will have to be completed. 

  During the next twelve months one of the most important jobs to be done is the 

general maintenance of both running tracks high and low level.  We would be very 

grateful for any help from anyone who is able to carry out this work.  It has been 

pointed out by our safety officer Mike Bentley that the paving around the steaming 

bay area is rapidly becoming a trip hazard.  A general clean up of the whole area is 

required.  Would anyone like to take on the task of carrying out this work?  If so 

please speak to Mike or myself. 

 

Brian Dale 
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Treasurerôs Reminder 
 

31st of March marks the end of the societyôs financial year. Any members, who have 

outstanding claims for expenses, please let me have them as soon as possible. If 

settlement is to be by cheque as opposed to cash, remember to allow time to put them 

through the banking system before the deadline. 

 

Chris Green 

Name a loco 

I realise it is a little early, but the subject of a name for the L&B has been mooted by a 

number of members, so maybe, it is time for it to be discussed. 

 My original preference was TAME after the largest river in the West Midlands, but on 

reflection, I have perhaps changed my mind influenced by the original four L&B locos 

that were named after local rivers in the Lynton and Barnstable areas. These had been 

named with three letter rivers ï YEO, EXE, TAW and LEW, so my mind went the REA 

which is a local river that runs into the river Tame at Gravelly Hill. 

Iôm saying this now as we have plenty of time for proper discussion and maybe better 

suggestions with the hope that a nice clever member with the right skills and ability 

would volunteer to make the nameplates. 

 Brian Clarke 

Membership News 
 

Itôs that time of the year again when annual subscriptions are due.  
The board decided at the January meeting to hold the fees unchanged. If you 
receive Steaming Ahead by post you should find your renewal request 
enclosed. If you have joined the growing numbers who have opted to receive 
Steaming Ahead by email, then you should have already received your 
renewal notice by email separately. If you are paying at the club rather than 
by post, please find Mark Bradley if I am not about. 
 
It is with regret that we have heard the sad news about the passing of two 
members, Nick Way and David Hoskison. We had not seen them at the club 
in recent years but longer standing members may remember them. 
On a brighter note, this month we welcome another member to the society. 
The board has approved Keith Trappett for full Senior Membership. Regulars 
at the club will have seen him actively helping with various tasks including the 
gardening team. 
 
John Cope 
Membership Secretary 
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Lynton and Barnstable Loco Progress Report 
 

 Work continues on the multitude of small parts comprising the 

valve gear. None of these can be assembled or attached to the loco frame 

until all have been fully machined, and polished where necessary. So far 

the only part that has been fixed in place is the reversing lever. 

 At the time of writing this report the coupling rods are still with 

Andy Walton, but he hopes to get them back to us within the next week 

or two. 

 We are frequently asked for news of the boiler. We believe that the 

boilermaker will finish it in late April or May. At that time it will be 

delivered to Andyôs workshop for some of the fittings to be added before 

it comes to Balleny Green for mounting in the frames. 

 

Chris Greene 


