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Events February 2017 
 
Sunday 5th Steam Up.     10-00am onwards. 
Tuesday 23rd Late Christmas Dinner 

Editor:  

Dave Edwards  E Mail address scmeseditor@gmail.com 

 

Santa Specials. 

 
Thank you very much to everyone the helped us make the weekend a 

great success. There were a lot of appreciative comments for the public. 

Well done everyone. First Class event. 

 

Mark Dale and Mike Bentley ( Organisers) 

Press Date is the second Tuesday of the month. 

Events March 2017 
 

Sunday 5th Steam Up     10-00am onwards 
Sunday 19th Birthday Party    2-00pm - 4-00pm 
Tuesday 28th Talk on Bees.    7-30pm 
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A New SM32 Project 
 

Building a Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0 tender locomotive. (Part One) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How it all started we are not really sure but after some sort of discussion four of us 

decided we ought to try and build a tender engine for use on the club SM32 layout. 

Someone came up with the idea that the 2ft gauge locomotive built by Hudswell Clarke 

for the sugar cane industry would be the ideal thing. One of these engines is preserved 

at the Statfold Barn Railway just north of Tamworth and it would be easily accessed to 

photograph and also take a few measurements. 

 An invite was arranged and armed with a drawing from the publication The 

Railway Foundry Leeds by Ronald Nelson Redman and a measuring tape we set of for 

a day visit to Statfold Barn. On arrival at the railway we were met by the owner Mr. 

Graham Lee who gave us a personal tour of the site where we viewed his collection of 

over 50 locomotives and many items of rolling stock. He then left us to take all the 

measurements we needed to complete our drawing. Once we had finished we met up 

again with Mr. Lee to see round the engine shed and workshops, a most enjoyable day. 

 The first thing to do was produce a scale drawing at 16mm = 1ft on the 

computer using a CAD program. The result was then printed out on A3 sheets of paper 

which were used along with a number of photographs to decide how we could go about 

producing a model. Looking at photographs on the internet we soon realized that there 

were quite a few different variations at various sites around the world and each of us 

had our own favourites which would have to be remembered when deciding how to go 

forward with the design. 

Dave Edwards 

Fiji in the Statfold Barn Running Shed 
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 These two wagons have been decorated as described below. First get your 

wagons either new or from the ñbring and buyò. The later will need stripping carefully 

of old paint. Old or new when assembled must have straight tops to the sides; this is 

best achieved by rubbing them upside down on a sheet of medium sandpaper on a flat 

surface. If you are assembling new plastic kits do not attach any chassis parts until 

after painting, they are easier to handle like that. 

 You need some simple tools. A set-square for doing vertical lines made from 

Plasticard to the dimensions shown below has served me nicely! Also a short straight 

edge about 2mm thick for all other lines and a ruling pen which need not be in 

spanking condition because you have no fine lines to construct. If you have one which 

you think needs attention get it to me and I will trim it for you. Or search ñAmazon, 

Ruling Penò and buy a new one! Send to: - 21 Clark St, Stourbridge, DY8 3UF. Donôt 

forget return address! 

 You can test by spraying a scrap piece of Plasticard with Satin Black. If you 

can rule a half-millimeter width line with thickish white gloss paint your pen will do 

the job. Anyway a bit of practice wonôt come amiss. 

 You can also use a ruling pen freehand to do writing and for filling in your 

letters but all this MUST be done with down-strokes only with a light touch and some 

practice. A pen in good shape will produce very small neat lettering. 

Paint Your Wagons 
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 For the lettering buy a new tin of Humbrol Gloss White, take it home without 

shaking it. Take the lid off and soak off the oil on top. Stir thoroughly and then leave 

until it skins over. Use by stabbing the pen through the skin to pick up 2-3mm of 

paint. Should you find that the paint is still too thick to run out of the pen, remove the 

skin, add one drop of thinners and stir in. Try again! Wipe off the surplus! 

 Private Owner wagons by and large, were either Black or dullish Red. Satin 

Black spray will do nicely for the former but for the Red ones I mix equal parts of 

Railmatch Nos 241 and 253, they are Royal Mail Red and Freight Bauxite, add just a 

dash of Humbrol Chrome Yellow and stir. When this is on the wagon and dry it will 

look somewhat gaudy but when the lettering is on it will look fine. 

 Make an accurate skeleton drawing of your wagon side as below; do not add 

any extra details. Take a couple of photocopies. Using a soft pencil, take great care to 

attempt to reproduce the lettering on the wagon, one word at a time. This takes time 

and patience and some rubbing out before it fits the panel nicely. Note that it is quite 

rare for the sloping strokes of M, W, A and V to come to a point. When you are 

satisfied, cut out the first word and tape it half a plank below its proper place. 

 Using the short straight edge put a dot of white paint at the top and bottom 

positions of each vertical stroke. With the plastic square sliding along the top of the 

body, rule in the verticals using the taped word as a guide. Rule in any sloping strokes 

using your best judgment and finally the horizontals. 

 TIP. Ensure the gap between the square and the wagon side is parallel using 

small packing pieces if necessary otherwise your verticals will lean slightly. 

 Sketch in lightly with a soft pencil any curves as in an R for example and draw 

them in freehand. Practice this and you will find itôs not too difficult. Finally fill in all 

the letters freehand using down-strokes only, sit back and relax before tackling the 

next word. 

 Smaller lettering such as home station or number is all done in the same way 

with the Ruling Pen suitably adjusted. Finally add any shading to the letters when 

they are dry. 

 

 

Phil Coutanche  

Skeleton Drawing 

Set Square 
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What are you doing Brian  

 

What has been going on since the last Steaming Ahead you might ask? Quite a 

lot actually. 

Bonfire night was approaching very quickly and a lot of jobs needed doing, 

some quite small like the problem of the uneven approach to the site which required 

more concrete mixing for Tony and myself to fill in the offending potholes. Then it was 

on to help with the preparations for the big night. This entailed taking down old flags 

around the station area, checking all lighting and replacing coloured lamps as required 

and installing rope lights on the pathway over the tunnel to illuminate the way to the 

high level platform. It was then time for a general tidy up around the steaming bay and 

station area. 

 Saturday was a busy day for everyone. One team of people worked hard to 

build the bonfire. The rolling stock was prepared and set up ready for operations by 

Steve and his team. The canteen was organized by Sharon and her team of lady 

volunteers to whom we all give huge thanks for their help in providing us all with good 

meals all day. 

The public arrived in large numbers from around 6-00pm filling the waiting 

area for trains. Four trains ran on the low level track two three car and two two car sets 

with a train leaving about every ten minutes. Trains were also running continuously on 

the high level track. 

Building the Bonfire 


